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EMBRYOLOGY OF THE PIG. By Bradley M. Patten. Third edition, (Pp.
i-xiii, 1-352. 35s.). George Allen & Unwin Ltd., London.
THIS new edition of Professor Patten's book appears to have taken three years to cross the
Atlantic, as it was published in Toronto in 1948. A book, the second edition of which has been
reprinted ten times in sixteen years, and has now been re-edited, deserves a quicker transit than
this. The book is designed as a guide to the laboratory study of developing mammalian embryos,
and particular emphasis is placed on the critical stages of emergence and differentiation of the
organ systems. The original, well-proved layout has been retained, but, owing to enlargement
of the page width, certain illustrations have been enlarged for the benefit of the student. The
text has not been materially lengthened, and it has been revised and improved where possible.
rhe recent work by Amoroso (1950) on the changes undergone by the chorion and uterine
epithelium of the pig during the course of pregnancy, renders the older ideas on the micro-
scopic classification of placentae inadequate, and a much fuller account of the placenta than
is given here is necessary for a proper appreciation of this important organ, and will doubtless
be given in future editions. The histogenesis of tissues and organs, except for cartilage and
bone, has been omitted on the grounds of lack of space or because such changes can easily be
demonstrated on laboratory material. It is felt that a short account of the major histological
changes in the various organs would add considerably to the value of the book as a whole. It
is unfortunate that the term "Gill (branchial) arches" is used when writing of the mandibular,
hyoid, and the other visceral arches. It is inaccurate and most misleading to the student of
comparative anatomy. A welcome note of caution in accepting too easily the prevalent ideas
on the mechanism of closure of the ductus arteriosus is struck in the account of the development
of the cardiovascular system, in which it is pointed out that no revolutionary changes in the
load on the circulation occur at birth.
The general production of the illustrations and letterpress is excellent, and a useful biblio-
graphy is appended at the end of the text. Misprints are few, but 'potency' for 'patency' of
the foramen ovale (p. 261), and 'maker' for 'makes' (p. 96) are two of the slips which have
been noticed. The book can be recommended unhesitatingly to the medical or science student
studying vertebrate embryology in the laboratory, and it is to be hoped that these will be
increased in number as more and better facilities are made available in the anatomy depart-
ments on this side of the Atlantic.
E. C. Amoroso: "The Essential Parenchyma of the Pig's Placenta"; Communication to
Anatomical Society, November, 1950; 1950. W. R. M. M.
ORAL AND DENTAL DISEASES. By Hubert H. Stones, M.D., M.D.S.,
F.D.S.R.C.S.Eng. Second edition. (Pp. 1012+xix; 959 figures.
£5. Os. Od.) Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone, 1951.
THE first edition of this book was published in 1948 and the appearance of a second edition so
soon afterwards is an indication of its popularity. In general form and make-up the new
edition resembles its predecessor, but it' has been extensively revised and several chapters have
been almost completely re-written. An examination of the references appended to each chapter
reveals that many of them are as recent as 1949 and 1950, a few 1951 -showing that this
edition is not a reprint of the original with minor alterations, but that the author has, to a
large extent, produced a new text. There is a completely new section on diseases of the ner-
vous system and muscles. The whole work is a balanced review of the extensive field of oral
pathology and the many references make it a source book for the recent literature. The treat-
ment of the subject matter is systematic, clear and concise, and the whole work is profusely
illustrated, many of the figures being in colour. This book has already become the accepted
text-book for dental students in Great Britain and thoroughly deserves its popularity. The
medical practitioner should find much to help him, particularly in the discussion on oral sepsis
in relation to systemic disease and in the accounts of stomatitis and allied diseases of the oral
mucosa. P. J. S.
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